School Closure

In times of severe weather or adverse events, our school will make every effort to remain

open.

On rare occasions the weather can be so severe that getting to and from school becomes
hazardous and can also be disruptive and not conducive to learning, therefore this
document aims to give guidance on when it is appropriate to close a school due to bad
weather and the steps to take to minimise disruption. Equally, this information is relevant

for appropriate closures from unforeseen or anticipated events.

The decision to close or partially close the school either before or during the school day
will be made by the Headteacher of the school in consultation with the Chair of Governors.

The school will only be closed or partially closed if one or more of the following conditions

apply:

Insufficient staff are able to come in to keep the school or parts of the school
running safely.

Conditions on site are dangerous.

Conditions are considered to be or are anticipated to later become too hazardous
for travel.

Guidance is followed enforcing school closures.

Decisions to close the school

Should very severe weather conditions [ unforeseen events prevail, the school would be

grateful if parents would observe the following procedure:

The school will remain open at all times and learners will be expected to attend school

UNLESS -

A) You have previously been notified of school closure or partial closure — an email will be

sent out to parents [ carers.




Parents are reminded that they are expected to keep mobile phone numbers up to date

with the school office at all times to ensure that text messages are received.

B) Closure information has been posted under “School Closures” on the North Somerset

County Council website.

School updates | North Somerset Council

C) Closure information has been posted on the school’'s website.

Westhaven School

D) Local radio announcements have been broadcast, listing the schools as specifically

being closed.
E) Learners live too far and conditions are too bad even to attempt a journey.

Additional information

The school appreciates that during bad weather learners may arrive later than normal;
parents should endeavour to contact the school to let them know they are on their way if
likely to be delayed. Lateness under these circumstances will not affect any attendance or

lateness initiatives.

The school recognises there will be isolated instances where families are cut off, even
where the clear majority of learners can get into school. In such instances parents should
inform the school of the circumstances of this exceptional situation, as the school has a
duty to clarify the circumstances of each case so as to be able to formally authorise the

absence.

Parents acting on the assumption that the school would be closed without gaining
confirmation, or failing to inform the school of the circumstances that prevent the child
coming into school risks their child being registered as an unauthorised absence. Where
the school is officially closed, all learner’s absence is counted as authorised absence and

this will not affect any attendance initiatives.


https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/community-safety-crime/emergency-management/emergency-closures/school-updates
https://www.westhavenschool.org.uk/

In the event of the school having to close during the day due to unforeseen worsening
weather or similar unforeseen circumstances, parents will be contacted either at home or
work and asked to collect their child/children. Such an early release will only be
contemplated in very extreme circumstances. Learners will not be sent home unless

accompanied by a parent or another agreed contact.

It is unlikely that a prediction will be made about the day following a day of closure due to
severe weather. Every effort will be made to keep the school open and parents should

ensure that learners should attend.

In the event of closure, where fees have been paid for school trips or after school clubs,

payment will be reimbursed.

Health and Safety information

In the event of snow some pathways will be cleared and salted. Parents, learners and

visitors will be made aware that pathways, even where cleared, do remain dangerous.

Before and after school opening hours parents are responsible for ensuring their children

remain safe.

During adverse weather conditions, the playground and reception areas may be out of

bounds to parents and learners at the beginning and end of the school day.

After a period of closure, an email will be sent to the parents/staff to advise them of the

school’s reopening. Messages will also be posted on the school website.

Thank you for your anticipated support.



