Music development plan summary:
Westhaven School 2024/25

All schools should have a music development plan from the academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

Overview

Detail Information

Academic year that this summary covers 2024/25

Date this summary was published September 2024

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025

Name of the school music lead Mr R.McArthur

Name of school leadership team member with Not different

responsibility for music (if different)

Name of local music hub North Somerset Music
Service

Name of other music education organisation(s) B and Nes Music Hub

(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how Westhaven school delivers music education to all our pupils
across three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences —
and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.



https://www.nsmusic4you.org.uk/
https://www.nsmusic4you.org.uk/

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Part A: The Curriculum

Students receive in-class music lessons from Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
through to Year 9. The school follows the Charanga scheme of learning from the Bath
and North East Somerset Learning Hub, ensuring that students' knowledge and skills
develop in line with National Curriculum expectations. Additionally, we are part of the
North Somerset Music Hub. Curricular music is delivered for 1 hour per week.

The music curriculum is structured into progressive, repeating topics. Students are
taught using both the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum (March
2021), providing a comprehensive approach to musical development. Each topic
focuses on specific genres, allowing students to:

e Listen to, appraise, perform, and compose various styles of music.
e Share and celebrate their personal musical tastes.
e Develop an understanding of musical terms, vocabulary, notation, and history.

Each topic emphasises collective singing. As students advance through the curriculum,
they will experience singing in parts, singing an ostinato, and harmonising.
Instrumental skills are also fostered in every session, with access to a range of tuned
and untuned percussion instruments. Students are encouraged to play recorders and
ukuleles as well. We have invested in new glockenspiels and a wide selection of
untuned percussion including traditional classroom instruments and instruments from
other cultures.

Assessment

Learning progress for each topic is monitored through photographs and notes, which
are recorded in our 'Evidence for Learning' digital assessment system. Twice per term,
a video recording of a class performance is made, showcasing the pieces of music that
have been developed. These recordings are stored on our system and shared with
staff for enjoyment and appraisal.




Progress is tracked using our monitoring system, which is linked to the Music
Progression of Skills document. Achievements and mastered skills are highlighted to
demonstrate progression from EYFS to Key Stage 3 (KS3).

Musical Technology

The school has invested in a mobile sound system for outdoor music events and a
significant PA system with microphones for performances in the school hall. Younger
students can enjoy music through movement using our Soundbeam equipment. KS3
students are now composing music digitally using the ‘Quick Beats’ format.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Part B: Co-Curricular Music
Musical Tuition

Musical instruction beyond the classroom is provided by the 'Music Maker Academy' in
Worle. For more information, visit Music Maker Academy.

School Choir

Our school choir is open to all students and has seen a significant increase in
participation. In Term 2, the choir will perform at the local hospice in Uphill. In Term 4,
the students will showcase their talents at "'The Manor House' residential home.
Additionally, the choir performs at our termly celebration assemblies, where they delight
the entire school and parents.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Part C: Musical Experiences

Throughout the school year, students participate in termly drumming workshops. These
sessions are designed to enhance their skills and deepen their understanding of
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musical concepts, including musical scores, note values, and timbre. Each workshop
culminates in a whole-class performance, showcasing the students' ability to interpret
and perform across a variety of musical genres.

In addition, M&M Productions will present two musical theatre shows to the entire
school, scheduled for Terms 1 and 5. These performances offer students an engaging
opportunity to experience live theatre within the school environment.

During term 2, students will attend a Christmas pantomime at Weston Playhouse,
providing them with a festive and culturally enriching experience.

Each class is encouraged to develop and record a musical performance, which is then
shared with parents. This initiative not only fosters creativity but also allows students to
showcase their progress and achievements in music.

Furthermore, musical interventions are supported by Mr. Hollis, who works with
students to encourage their musical development and explore emotions through music.
These sessions are tailored to help students connect with music on a deeper level,
fostering both personal and artistic growth.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In the future:

The school is now running the National curriculum alongside the Model curriculum of
music. Students up to KS4 are receiving a minimum of one hour per week of music
within their timetable. Word mats are used for curricular delivery and we are keen to
see in the next academic year if this has allowed students to gain more understanding
of the new vocabulary and terms which are required to understand music content.

Staff members and students have expressed an interest in forming a musical group, we
plan to offer this at lunchtimes during this academic year. It will be exciting to see the
band of 2022/23 reform and develop with new members, skills and ideas.




